
 
 

A GUIDE TO HEARING GOD’S VOICE BASED ON JAMES 4:7-8 

 
 
  
4:7 Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8 Come 
near to God and he will come near to you.  
 
A. Submit to God: "Lord I surrender myself, my will, and my thoughts to you now. Not my will, but 
your will be done. Lord, please quiet my thoughts now. 
1. Forgive anyone God brings to mind. Mk. 11:25 "When you stand praying, if you hold anything 
against anyone, forgive him . . ." 
2. Confess any sin God brings to mind. Ps. 66:18 "If I had cherished sin in my heart the Lord 
would not have listened." 
3. Ask to be filled with the Holy Spirit (Eph 5:18) 
 
B. Resist the devil: "I command Satan to leave my presence in the name of Jesus". Matthew 
16:23 "Get behind me, Satan!". 
 
C. Draw near to God, and ask Him to draw near to you: "Come Holy Spirit" 2 Cor. 3:17 "Now the 
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is there is freedom" Ps. 141:1 "O Lord, I call to 
you; come quickly to me"; Ps. 139:7 "Where can I go from your Spirit? Where can I flee from your 
presence?" 
 
D. Quietly listen: Dial down, “unplug and empty” yourself of your busy thoughts so that you 
receive the Lord’s thoughts, “the mind of Christ” ( 1 Cor. 2:16 ) -- wait in silence for a few minutes, 
and believe that God will speak to you James 1:5-8 "If any of you lacks wisdom, he should ask 
God, who gives generously to all. . . . But when he asks, he must believe and not doubt.” 
 
1. Wait for the still, small voice of the Holy Spirit (I Kings 19:12-13), a thought that gently 
surfaces, a Scripture passage, a picture that flashes in your mind, or an impression (a vaguely 
perceived thought or picture). 
 
2. Remember that you will often feel uncertain whether a thought is from you or the Lord until it 
can be confirmed. Jer. 32:8b "Then I knew that it was the word of the Lord. . . ." which suggests 
that before this point Jeremiah did not know for sure if what he had was the word of the Lord. 
Don't get discouraged if you don't get anything. Sometimes we need a few tries to learn to dial 
down and quiet ourselves enough to be sensitive to the Holy Spirit (Job 33:14 "For God does 
speak -- now one way, now another--though man may not perceive it.") 
 
E. Discern and weigh what you got in waiting and prayer  
 
1 Thessalonians 5:19 Do not put out the Spirit's fire; 20 do not treat prophecies with contempt. 21 
Test everything. Hold on to the good. 22 Avoid every kind of evil. NIV 
 
1. Does it honor Jesus? (1 Cor 12:3) 
2. Would Jesus do or say that? (1 Cor 11:1) 
3. Is it in harmony with Scripture? (Isaiah 8:20) 
4. Does it build you and your prayer partners up in your faith? (1 Cor 14:3) 
5. Consider keeping a log book to remember what he says and does!   (Ps 105:5, Phil 1:3)                     
 
F. Do it! Obey fully, and immediately! – observe, learn, and repeat the cycle! 
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